
gain admission 

to graduate 

schools rang-

ing from Har-

vard to State 

U. 

 

Having per-

sonally edited 

over 2,000 ad-

missions es-

says myself for 

Es-

sayEdge.com, 

I have written 

this article to 

help you avoid the most 

common essay flaws. If 

you remember nothing 

else about this article, 

remember this: Be In-

teresting. Be Concise. 

 

For the complete article, 

top 10 essay writing tips 

and a sample essay 

please visit the following 

website: 

 

http://workbloom.com/adm

issions-essay-

writing/graduate/graduate-

school-personal-

statement-tips.aspx 
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persuasive presenta-

tion of your own per-

sonal story. 

 

As the founder of Es-

sayEdge.com, the Net's 

largest admissions es-

say prep company, I 

have seen firsthand the 

difference a well-written 

application essay can 

make. Through its free 

online admissions es-

say help course and 

300 Harvard-educated 

editors, Es-

sayEdge.com helps 

tens of thousands of 

student each year im-

prove their essays and 

The best way to 

approach your 

personal state-

ment for gradu-

ate school is to 

imagine that you 

have five minutes 

with someone 

from the admis-

sions committee. 

 

How would you 

go about making 

the best case for 

yourself while 

holding the lis-

tener's interest? What 

would you include and 

omit in your story? Fig-

uring out the answer to 

these questions is criti-

cal to successfully pre-

paring an effective 

statement. 

 

To arrive at these an-

swers, you should begin 

by asking yourself two 

specific questions: 

 

>Why have I chosen to 

attend graduate school 

this specific field, and 

why did I choose to ap-

ply to this particular 

school's program? 

 

>What are my qualifica-

tions for admission? 

The answers will not nec-

essarily come easily to 

you, but this exercise will 

have great practical 

benefit in readying you to 

write an outstanding per-

sonal statement. By an-

swering each question 

thoroughly, you will have 

given much thought to 

yourself, your experi-

ences, and your goals, 

thereby laying the 

groundwork for formulat-

ing an interesting and 

Graduate School Personal Statement Secrets  

by Geoffrey Cook  
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6 Secret Tips to Get into Your Dream School 
By Liz Funk  (Provided by: Next Step Magazine nextSTEPmag.com)   
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Did you have a college in mind and want to 

increase your chances of acceptance? 

Check out these six tips for getting into 

college 

You think you found your perfect 

school. It has the best student scene 

for you, great programs in your 

major and a great location. And you 

just have to get in. But how? Here 

are six secret tips for getting into 

your dream school. 

D O U B L E  C H E C K  Y O U R  

D R E A M  

Before you go all out to get into a 

school, be absolutely sure itôs the 

right one for you. 

ñThe problem with ódream schoolsô 

is not that they are obtainable only 

in a dream, but that too often, stu-

dents dream of them for the wrong 

reasons,ò says DJ Capobianco, a 

sophomore communications and 

business administration major at 

Boston University. ñIt is far too 

easy to choose a dream school based on the 

values and priorities of others. The real 

secret tip for getting into your dream 

school is picking one that you would actu-

ally be happy at.ò 

Hilary Goetz knew that Cornell University 

was right for her when she saw it. But it 

took a little bit of research to realize that 

she wanted to focus on the School of Hu-

man Ecology. 

ñIôm a policy analysis and management 

major, which is a much more minute major 

and changed the way my application 

worked,ò she says. 

W R I T E  A  T O U C H I N G  E S S A Y  

You have the application in your hands 

(that is, if youôre going the old-school pa-

per route). Rather than quaking at it, see it 

as your opportunity to shine. 

Capobianco says the essay is the most cru-

cial part. 

ñStudents need to, very cautiously and 

carefully, tell their dream schools how 

they feel. The caution is absolutely neces-

sary: No college wants to be overly 

drooled upon. Instead, extend admissions 

counselors the luxury of reading an appli-

cation that is specially crafted for them. 

Write an essay that discusses the differ-

ence you will make on their campus.ò 

A S K  F O R  L E T T E R S  O F  R E C -

O M M E N D A T I O N  F R O M  

A L U M S  

Did your stepsister go to your dream 

school? Ask her for a letter of recommen-

dation! Did your friendôs highly successful 

dad go to your first choice? Ask him for a 

letter of recommendation, too! 

W O W  Y O U R  I N T E R V I E W E R  

Show that you care about the school, that 

youôve done research about the student 

body, and if itôs an alumni interview, that 

youôve maybe done a little research on 

your interviewer and what the school has 

done for him or her. 

A P P L Y  E A R L Y  

Try to have all of your admissions docu-

ments in before Thanksgiving (yes, the 

deadlines are later, but you want to beat the 

crowd). Then, around January or February, 

send the admissions offices an update on 

what youôve been doing, such as if youôve 

started a new leadership position in a club, 

or if youôve received any 

awards since you sent in your 

application. 

H A V E  A  B A C K U P  

D R E A M  

If you donôt get into your 

dream school, the world isnôt 

over. A lot of college students 

admit that the school they 

liked best was simply the last 

college they visited, or was 

because they admired an 

alumni, or another not-so-

genuine reason. 

If you were accepted to some 

of your ñreachò or ñgood fitò 

schools, visit them and see if 

you could fall in love. Go to a 

school where the admissions 

office was wowed by your 

accomplishments and sees you as someone 

who could be a campus leader. 

 
Y O U R  D R E A M  S C H O O L  D O E S -

NõT HAVE TO BE HARVARD 

Too many equate a ñdream schoolò with 

Harvard, Yale and Princeton. But your 

ñbest fitò school doesnôt have to be an Ivy. 

In fact, Alexandra Robbins, author of The 

Overachievers: The Secret Lives of Driven 

Kids, argues in her book that schools with 

lesser reputations can offer just as good 

educations and just as quality of a social 

life as an Ivy League school. 

ñAccept that name does not reflect 

ability,ò Robbins advises. Listen to this 

anecdote: ñIn one survey, respondents 

listed Princeton as one of the countryôs top 

10 law schools. The problem? Princeton 

doesnôt have a law school.ò 
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learn about location, safety, and 

campus life. 

The Familiar vs. the Unknown 

Consider how your child reacts to 

new situations and people. If she 

gets anxious or homesick for fa-

miliar diversions, she may not 

want to throw herself into a differ-

ent environment. On the other 

hand, college is all about new ex-

periences, whether your child 

seeks them or not. A change in 

locale can be one.  

Managing Expectations 

Your child should learn what to 

expect from a college's setting be-

fore she goes and, better yet, be-

fore a final decision is made. For 

example, if your child goes to 

school in a rural area of Montana 

in the U.S., she shouldn't be 

shocked when it's not possible get 

anything she wants, whenever she 

wants it. Similarly, if child goes to 

school in Los Angeles, your child 

should realize that she may miss 

the big sky and wide open spaces. 

To get the big picture, you and your 

child should do extensive research, 

talk to students, and read campus 

and local newspapers. 

Your Child Has Options 

If your child gets to campus and 

doesn't feel anchored to the 

school or its location, she is not 

stuck. Many schools offer an op-

tion to study abroad or off-

campus for a semester or a year. 

Your child can also transfer to 

another college or program. Keep 

in mind, too, that a college's loca-

tion is only one characteristic, 

however significant. Your child 

should factor in other things such 

as the kind of school, majors of-

fered, financial aid available, and 

most importantly, the feel of the 

college. You and your child can 

use our online College Search to 

see which colleges match her 

preferences. 

 

www.collegeboard.com 

Is your child drawn to the big city, 

to wilderness, or to a little of each? 

Does she want to stay in a familiar 

place, or branch out? The location 

of a college is often downplayed 

relative to the importance of aca-

demics. Let's face it, though. It can 

have a huge impact on your child's 

choice of a college and her experi-

ence there. 

As a parent, you probably have 

your own feelings about what sort 

of environment you'd like your 

child to choose. You may have 

concerns about your child's safety 

on an urban campus, or about the 

remoteness of a small-town or sub-

urban campus. 

Perhaps you'd like your child to 

attend college close to home, but 

she's intent on experiencing living 

in a new part of the world. It's a 

good idea to talk about these expec-

tations as a family early on in the 

process. You should also remember 

that campus visits or online virtual 

tours are a good opportunity to 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT USEFP, MARCH 2010:  

Undergraduate Seminars  

Graduate Seminars  

College Search  

Effective Essay Writing Tips and Statement of Purpose Workshops  

School Counselor Training  

 

Pease contact your local office to register for upcoming events and receive additional in-

formation:  

 

Islamabad: advising@usefpakistan.org; Karachi: advisingkarachi@usefpakistan.org;  

Lahore: lahoreadvising@usefpakistan.org 

Location 101 
Where Does Your Child Want to Live and Learn? 

http://collegesearch.collegeboard.com/search/index.jsp
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Upcoming Test Dates for TOEFL, GRE, and SAT 
 

SAT:   

General and Subject Test 

 

Test Dates:  

May 01st, 2010 

June 05th, 2010 

 

International Registration:  

Please check for early regis-

tration options for international 

candidates. 

 

 

iBT TOEFL:   

 

Test Dates:  

February 7th, 2010 

February 21st, 2010 

March 13th, 2010 

March 27th, 2010 

April 10th, 2010 

April 24th, 2010 

 

GRE:  

 

The GRE Test is offered four 

days a week, Monday 

through Thursday, through-

out the year. 

 

Please visit our website or 

call in order to register for a 

particular test day. 

 

United States Educational Foundation in Pakistan  

P.O Box 1128, Islamabad 

Phone: 92-51-2877075,2877076,2201404 

UAN:11-11-USEFP (11-11-87337) 

Fax: 92-51-2877095 

E-mail: advising@usefpakistan.org 


